APPENDIX I
CULTURAL INFLUENCE CANAFFECT THEQLOGICAL ISSUES

BY LARRY JONAS

How much are you influenced by the spirit of the age in which
you live? Are your religious beliefs shaped and changed by the econo-
mic, political, and social influences around you? Probably they are,
more than you realize. To illustrate the interrelations of cultnral in-
fiuences upon a single set of beliefs, let us leck at a controversy among
the frontier American religious group, the Disciples, during the turbn-
lent years at the end of the Civil War and the period of rapid change
which followed.

The Disciples were a product of the period just before the Civil
War when preachers from many different wrangling and divided deno-
minations decided that something must be done to end the sin of reli
gious division, They began in what Vernon Louiz Parrington called the
period of "romantic 0ptimism."1 The Romantic evangelism of this per-
iod was characterized by "emphasis upon the individual and his emo-
tions, its central vision of the perfect man in remote antiquity, e
The Disciples decided that the answer to religious confusion was to go
back to the perfect church of antiquity., They sought to restore what
their leader, Alexander Campbell, called the "Ancient Order" or the
primilive church, Many religious leaders had called for reform inthe
past, but in the age of optimism, Campbell and others gave up the idea
of reform: and decided to restore the church as it was originally. They
took off the man-made names and restored the names, church of Christ
and church of God, They discarded sprinkling and infant baptism and
restored immersion of believers, They fought the '"pastor systemd
and sought to restore the plurality of elders to teach and preach in each
congregation, This foundapopular response in an age when the opening'
of a rich new west was providing many opportunities for individual ex-
pression to the common man, Itwas an age of the democratization of

1Parringt0n, Vernon Louis, Main Currents of American Thought,

P. Xix.

ZGabriel, Ralph Henry, The Course of American Democratic
Thought, p. 33.
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religion of many denominations who admitted the laity toalarger share
in church government, according to Merle Curti.3 The popular re-
sponse increased as the Disciples gained convictions against choirs,
mission societies, denominational conventions and all other formsof
centralization which would interfere with the individualism and direct
participation characteristic of the frontier,

The Disciples were born on the Western edge of Pennsylvania
in the panhandle of what has become West Virginia. They spread very
little to the East but had a rapid growth in the expanding West, They
soon united with the followers of Barton Stone who had developed the
same romantic optimism on the frontier of Kentucky., The Disciples
grew threefold in the ten years just before 1850 to a total of 118,000,
They nearly doubled before the outbreak of the war, These first forty
years saw their strength multiplied by sixteen,? But it was almost all
frontier growth, Except for the Mississippi Valley county-seat towns,
"The Disciples never guite kept pace with their rivals in the cities.
They lacked both the financial and the cultural resources which others
drew from their constituencies in the East.“s Born on the frontier,
they were destined for years to remain rural andvillage, "While other
leading denominations had from 15 to 50 per cent of their membership
in cities of over 25,000 in 1890, according to H, K, Carroll's statis-
tice for that year, the Disciples were only six and two-thirds per cent
urban, "

This rural background was to produce growing conflict as the
reconstruction period brought rapid changes to the cities, changes un-
acceptable to the standards of a rurally oriented church, For example,
before wealth was commoninthe west, the Disciples had spoken against
"sinful luxury and extravagance of building 'great cathedrals costing
forty thousand dollars'. Not more than one or two Disciples churches
built before 1860 cost that much,"’ This protest was fine when the level
of housing for both saint and sanctuary was humble, Whatwas to happen
if members got better housing and the denominations around them started
to erect fine church buildings in the cities? These changes were swift
in coming. Railroads came into the region before the war and by 1869
were transcontinental, With rapid transportation bringing the culture

3Cl.u-ti, Merle, The Growth of American Thought, p. 306.

4Ga.rriscm, Religion Follows The Frontier, p. 200,
5Ibid.

Sap. cit. p. 248,

Top. cit. p. 226.
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of the East onto the frontier "every village considered itself a poten-
tial metropolis, Better clothes, better houses, abler teachers, finer
colleges, more books, music and lectures, more sidewalks and less
mud, more leisure--all conspiredto create a certain sophistication...”
When Discinles got better housing they also wanted better churches,

"When after a generation of singing schools taught by wan—

dering masters with tuning-forks, they began to put melodeons in
their parlors, it was inevitable that the younger generation should
want musical instruments inthe church. With the increase of fasti-
diousness came a distaste for the repefitious and wigrammatical ex-
hortations and the inexpert pastoral ministries of layelders, with
a2 consequent demand for the services of 'pasters' with some train-
ing inthe arts of speech and some professional skill in the manage-
ment of church affairs, The 'plurality of elders' might be all right
as a doctrine, but the 'one-man system' gained vogue hecause one
man g.'ho knew how could do what a 'plurality’ of amateurs could nat
do " "

Obviously these demands were contrary to the whole spirit of
romantic optimism that the good things were to be foundin the past. They
were not compatible with a "restorationofthe primative church', These
demands show that cultural primitivensss was no longer the spirit of
everyone on the frontier.

Railroads and the wealth they brought produced a new philosophy--
""an urban psychology (which) would displace the older agrarian, and
with this new phﬂosoph¥ would come other philoscophies in response to
the changing realities."!U In this new age materialism was becoming
God, "...Progress was defined as the accumulation of capital and the
proliferation of industrial inventions,"!! The change can be typified
in architecture which was cheapened by the building of overdone mansions
filled with heavy, grotesgue, furniture whose only purpose was to dis-
play cost. 2 Community life was changing swiftly from simple to com-
plex, From the time these Americans were born they were taught to
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think in terms of the future. The faith which had come out of Palestine
was subject to these changes also. No longer was virtue found in anti-
quity, it now was found in steady progress and change. Moses E,
Laxrd, a Disciples editor, recognized this change by 1865 and deplored
what he termed a spirit of "innovation," This innovation was part
of a devaluation of individual action and an increasing movement toward
concentration and compulsion to con.t‘ormitv.ls Some Disciples were
adapting these views and began to conform to the improvements with
which they must compete, They began efforts to organize themselves
better than they had been in the past and began to make their worship
meet the standards of expectationofthe growing cities, Butnoteveryone
was willing to make these changes, for few Disciples were involved in
the new urban philosophy.

Most Disciples lived in rural areas or small villages which at
this time were experiencing growing antagonism toward the changes
taking place in the towns. While wage-carners in the town were learn-
ing to expect a shortening work-day and a two-week's vacation, the far-
mers lived as they always had, only now they had to spend more time
in the field to make their living, They naturally began to suspect the
frivolous leisure of city folk who '"made amusement into business,"
These farmers becarg)e convinced that leisure and luxury were polite
names for laziness.1 It was natural for rural Disciples to take a view
similar to that of the workers mentioned by A, M. Schlesinger: "When
better accomodations existed, the working class commonly regarded
the church--with it's fine upholstery, stained-glass windows and expen-
sive choirs as an institution where ill-clad worshippers were unwel-
come and the Nazarene himself would have been rebuffed,'!7 Among
the Disciples these things were signs of formalism which could he avoided
by keeping out the choirs, organs, etc. Some of them evidently rea-
lized the problem which faced the city churches in their efforts to have
a presentable service to attract people with new values, Isaac Erret,
a leading editor among the Disciples who himself favored the use of the
organ if it did not cause trouble among the brethren, had advice for city
churches:
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", ..if they wish to block up the way against the introduction
of choirs and organs, and the formalism resulting therefrom, they
must employ suitable teachers of vocal music, and spend a portion
of every year in training all the voices of the church in the know-
ledge of musical science and the practice of suitable tunes--so that
the present partial, discordant and unedifying music of our churches
may be abandoned and forgotten,™

As further evidence of the clash between the city standards and
determination to fight the entertaining innovations, we have only to hear
the story Commodore Wesley Cauble tells of his bhoyhood church in
Indiana. They didn't have an organand didn't want one in their church,
nor did they want the organ question raided at all; but a travelingpreach-
er told them that their county-seatandall the city churches had organs.
All the country churches wereagainst it, according to the preacher, Ie
demanded that this church stand for or against the organ, This clash
between urbanphilosophy which was favoring change as progress and the
ruralareas which still accepted the optimism of restoring the primitive
churchhas producedalasting division between the Disciples of this day,

Today mostof the opposition to the instruments and choir comes
from Southern churches of Christ or churches planted by them in the
rest of the nation, It is easy to suppose that some sectional bitterness
may be involved in the division., It is easy to see that this is, no doubt,
partly the case, since the vast majority of Southerners were farmers
addicted to the staple-crop system. 19 This high rate of rural popula-
tion would tend to give them more anti-organ churches., Also the fact
that wealth was slower in coming to the South after the Civil War would
also slow up the advance of the innovations. However, there are some
sectional differences which would have an influence upon the position
Southerners would take on the controversies among the Disciples, While
the ancient fierceness between the Protestant bodies was dying out, it
wasg still strong in the South and rural neighbc»rhoods.zo In 1860 there
were 1,24) Disciples congregations in the North and 829 in the South,
The Disciples were most numerous in the border states. It was in
these border states where loss of life and property produced the most
bitterness and hatred, affecting schools, churches and business rela-
tions. 22 This bitterness had not broken before or during the war over

185 ret, Isaac, Millenial Harbinger, 1861, p., 559,
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22Dunning, W. A,, Reconstruction Political and Economic.
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the slavery issue, probably because the Disciples in 1851 had the highest
per-capita slave ownership of religious bodies in the nation, and had
purposely avoided the subject of slavery, as an issue either North or
South, But a more subtle result of the North-Scuth conflict is dis-
cernable, Because of wounded feelings by political insinuations and
slurs in Northern Disciples publications, several Southern Disciples
decided to start a publication which would be non-affensive to their
area, The resulting weekly paper, The Gospel Advocate began to
have a tremendous readership and influence in the South, It was a paper
which became one of the most outstanding opponents of the organ, choir,
missionary socliety and other innovations., So it was natural that South-
eners were exposed to more of this view than were Northerners where
there were far more papers, most of which were not opposed to the
principle of innovation. Evidence of this importance of the Advocate is
seen in one ofthe Disciples state histories: '"The legalism consistently
proclaimedby the Advocate which had loyal supporters in Georgia, thus
became firmly entrenched in the state and became an im%crtant factor
in resultant divisions that plagued the Georgia brethren.,"?” This pub-
lication tried to avoid being anti-North even though it was anti-innova-
tion-of-the-North, The editor, David Libscomb, called for and recog-
nized in his columns, all of the material aid that could be sent by the
'‘Northern brethren to the distressed Southern Disciples, By 1899 he
‘had over $100,000.00 of such aid to repc;rt..2 Thus we can see that
sectional bitterness was kept out of the issues as much as brethren
could possibly accomplish it, but sectional differences did play a part
in the resultant North-South division over the instrument which resulted
in separate census listings for the Disciples and the anti-organ churches
of Christ in 1906,

Much of this division would nothave been produced, in the opinion
of this writer, if it had not been for the popularity of the debate during
the reconstruction period, Debates are designed to produce victery
and then brethren faced each other in this way to reach the "unity of
faith" they only produced twoparties, one behind each champion, Today
we have panel discussions where several opinions are representedamd
an effort is made to find common ground on which to arrive at a solu-
tion satisfactory to everyone., We have made this effort to.avoidthe
dangers of the two-value oriented debate; but in the period of Disciples
controversy, debates were the most popular indoor sport., Societies

23Garrison & Degrot, p. 468,
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and small communities entertained themselves in the winter evenings
cheering their respective champions on discussions of the relative me-
rits of Washingtonand Lafayette, relative importance of fire and water,
andvarious theological doctrines, It is unfortunate that such a small
itern of enjzrment in an age should have such lasting evil consequence
for millions of church members today, who are still divided over the
use of instrumental music,

It is interesting to look to letters to editors and editorial com-
ments during the period of controversy over the instrument and innova-
tions question to demonstrate that such problems are as much cultural
as they are theological, One ofthe firstcomments was a letter to editor,
Alexander Campbell in 1851, asking him if circus going, card playing,
theater going, dancing and instrumental music in worship were to be
tolerated by the churches, The article contains no reasons except
strong emotional prejudice against these things, lumping the organ wih
the worst evils the writer, John Rodgers, could im.agime.‘28 In his ans-

wer Campbell deals with dancing but not with the instrument question. %9
But a little later the same year, he did deal with the instrument, He
reasoned that the denominations needed the instrumental music like
alcohol to stimulate them to worship, but to the Christian such aids
would be as cow bells in a concert.>U This again reflects emotional
and cultural conditioning rather than theological reasoning, In 1861, an
article appeared by Isaac Erret which presented the various views on
the instrument and his solution, already referred to, of improving the
singing so that organs and choirs were not needed, He said that on the
one hand brethren wanted to elevate the taste of the churches with in-
novations and that on the other hand they objected that such "improve-
ments" in music of the churchare born of pride and tend to formalism--
that it will surrender fervent pietyatthe shrine of fashion, and rob the
church of her power over the world, He pointed out his feelings "that
the highest artistic skill in sacred music has somehow generally been
associated with the lowest spiritual culture--and has been far more
promotive of sensuous than of spiritual attractions."32 Again the ob-
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jections are cultural and not spiritual, for Erret later advocated the
use of instruments after they were common. "Ancient Order' wrok
a letter to Harbinger in 1864 complaining about song bocks and part
singing which excluded those not familiar with music notes, He said
that any music that was not sung by all the congregation was all wrong
and anti-Christian; butofferednoarguments from scripture. 33 Follow-
ing this article there was a long essay by William K. Pendleton dealing
with the history of the instrumental music guestion, He guoted the
church fathers to show that the whole congregation, rather than a choir,
joined in the singing in the early church but he offered no scripture
showing congregational singing, for indeed there is none after the foun-
dation of the church in the second chapter of Acts, Then he proceeded
to quote other ancient authorities to show thatthe organ was not introduced
until 1250 or possibly 776, Again his facts were in error for Eusebius

church history written in the fourth century (324) mentioned the con-
troversy already at that time. Pendleton concluded by saying thathe
could use the instrument if it did not offend hig brethren. 3

J« W. McGarvey, whom the Disciples held to be one of their
leading schelars, began the theological arguments in 1864 when he told
how it was time to stop objecting to the instrument bechuse it offended
some brethren, for whole congregations had agreed to have organs by
then, It was time to go to the scriptures and decide the issue once and
for all, He then proceeded to show that the instrument was used in the
0Old Testament worship but was never carried aver by the apostles into
the New Testament church and by the silence of the New Testament
should be excluded in the same way burning incense and putting preach-
ers in robes ought to be avoided because they were never included in
the New Testament church which the Disciples were seeking to restore,
To introduce any itern which was not introduced by God would be to set
upour own will to worship, according to McGarvey, He defended him-
self from objections that hymn books and tuning forks also are absent
from the New Testament by saying that they were not part of the wor-
ship, buft were only aids, whereas the instrument controlled singing
and constituted the chief element in the joyful sound which fille the
house of worship, 35

Two things are obvious from this article by one of the men most

conversant with the controversy at this time, First, brethren had not
used scripture, but only prejudice up to this time in order to keep the
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instrument out., Second, now that the issue was serious, all that can be
producedis anargument from silence and an attempt to put instrumenta-
tion into worship rather thanieaving it outside as hymn books and other
aids, This last effort is certainly weak, One has to assume that pitch
is more a part of wership than words of a song., For if a hymn book
which controls the choice of words of praise is not wrong but something
which guides the pitch iz wrong then the pitch patterns of singing are
the main part of praising God and the words are only incidental, Ob-
viously, hymn books had been in the church a long time and were not
associated with modernistic innovations, so they passed the test, But
the instruments had been decided against for cultural and emotional
reasons already and now scriptural subtleries must be invented to con-

demn them.

You and I become so involved in the issues of our own time that
it is hard for us to see the cultural influence upon our thinking, But
with these problems.drawn from the Disciples we can see the major
currents of the whole reconstruction period influenced them, The sec-
tional dispute, the urban-rural dispute, the coming of railroads and
prosperous leisure, the change from romantic idealism to materialistic
progress all plaved their part to divide a body which today numbers
over four million members,
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APPENDIX II

OBSERVATIONS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Allow me to remarkat the outset of this chapter that the purpose
of this discussion of the Old Testament regarding instrumental music
is not to prove that we are justified in using the instrument in the New
Testament, Rather, our purpose is to destroy certain claims by some
who say that instrumental music in the Old Testament was displeasing
to God.

A, Music Before The Law:

The people of Israel from the beginning of their national life
were taught to use instrumental music in the praise of God. The first
thing that they did at the crossing of the Red Sea, when they saw their
enemies swallowed up in the sea, was to worship Jehovah, Exodus 15:1
says, ''then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto Jeho-
vah,..." Thesongis given in verses 2 to 18, The singing was accom-
panied by instrumental music. Verses 20 to 21 says,

"And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, tooka
timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timn-
brels and with dances. And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the
Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath
he thrown into the se&.'

B. The Giving of the Law Was Accompanied by Instrumental

Music:
Jehovah specifically commanded that the people be called to the
sacred assembly at the wount by a musical instrument, Exodus 19:13:

"...When the trumpet soundeth long they shall come up to the mount, "

Even while God talked to Moses, the trumpet played, Exodus
19:17-20:

"And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet
with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount, And Mount

129



Sinai, the whole of it, smoked, because Jehovah descended upon it
in fire; and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace,
and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when the VOICE OF THE
TRUMPET 50UNDED LONG AND WAXED LOUDER AND LOUDER,
Moses spa'z, 211 God answered him by a voice, And Jehovah came
down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of the mount; and Jehovah called
Moses to the top of the mount; and Moses went up, "

C. The Moving of the Ark of the Covenant Was Accompanied by
Instrumental Music, I Chron, 13:7-10:

"Andtheycarriedthe arkof Godupon a new cart, and brought
it out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahioc drove the cart,
And David and all Israel PLAYED with PSALTERIES, and with TIM-
BRELS, and with CYMBALS, and with TRUMPETS, And when they
came into the threshing{loor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold
the ark; for the oxen stumbled., And the anger of Jehovah was kind-
led against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put forth his hand
to the ark; and there he died before God."

Inanatteropt to find support for the condemning of musical instru-
ments, some non-instrumentalists use the death of Uzza as a warning
againstthe use of instrumental music in worship, They argue that Uzza
did something which he was not commanded to do and was punished by
death, From this reasoning it is concluded that those who use instru-
mental music without 2 specific command will be punished by spiritual
death, But the fact is overlooked that Uzza violated a specific law, the
violation of which carried the death penalty! (Numbers 4:15) Uzza was
not punished for doing something which was not authorized, but for doing
something which was specifically forbidden. There is no such prohibi-
tion against the use of instrumental music, Rather, in using instru-
mental accempaniment today, we are doing nothing more than what has
been shown to be authorized., The case of Nadab and Abihu and the of-
fering of strange fire is also used in this same manner of reasoning,
The answer is the same as in the case of Uzza,

The second stage ofthe journey was also accompanied by instru-
mental music, I Chronicles 15:16, 28:

"And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their
brethren to be the singers, with INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC, PSAL-
TERIES, AND HARPS, AND CYMBALS SOUNDING ALOUD by liftirg
up the voice with joy...Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the
covenant of Jehovah with shouting, and with sound of the CORNET,
and with TRUMPET, and with CYMBALS, SOUNDING ALOUD WITH
PSALTERIES AND HARPS,"
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After the arkwas brought to Jerusalem, instrumental music was
continued as a part of their praise to God. I Chronicles 16:1-6:

"And they brought in the ark of God, and set it in the midst
of the tent that David had pitched for it: and they offered burnt-of-
ferings and peace-offerings before God, And when David had made
an end of offering the burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, he bles-
sed the people in the name of Jehovah, And he dealt to everyone of
Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, and a por-
tion of flesh, and a cake of raisins, And he appointed certain of the
Levites to MINISTER BEFORE THE ARK QF JEHOVAH, AND TO
CELEBRATE AND TO THANK AND PRAISE JEHOVAH, THE GOD
OF ISRAEL: Asaph the chief, and second to him Zechariah, Jeiel,
and Shemiramoth and Hehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Behaiah,
and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, with PSALTERIES and with HARPS: and
Asaphwith CYMBALS, sounding aloud; and Benaiah and Jahaziel the
priests with TRUMPETS continually, before the ark of the covenarnt

of God."

D, ThePlacing of the Ark of the Covenant in Solomon's Teruple
was Accompanied by Singing with Instzumental Accompaniment,

We have this account recorded for us in II Chronicles 5. Solomon
had finished the temple and the day of the dedication had arrived. Solo-
mon had"brought in all the things that David his father had dedicated,"
(5:1) But the Lord gave no response. The king of Israel gathered to-
gether all the leaders of Israel, (5:2-3) Still God does not respond,
The Levites bring up the ark, and the tabernacle and all the holy ves-
sels that were in the tabernacle, (5:4-5) God makes no sign. All the
congregation assembled before the ark and offered a multitude of sac-
rifices, (5:6) The Lord remains silent. Then the priests place the
ark of the covenant in its proper place in the Holy of Holies. But still
nothing is heard from the Lord, But when the priests came out of the
holy place and the choir and orchestra stood at the east end of the altar
with one-hundred twenty priests sounding with trumpets, and they began
praising Jehovah with voices and instruments (5:12-13); then the Lord
responded and acknowledged what they had done by causing the cloud,
the visible symbolof his presence, to fill the temmple! (5:14) What man-
ner of prejudice would cause one to conclude that the Lord was dis -
pleased with the use of instruments in praise to Him in the Old Testa-
ment!

E. God Commanded the Use of Instrumental Music in Worship,

After the death of Solomon, the kingdom was divided, and began
to decay. The worship of Jehovah declined, and finally, the temple it-
self ceasedtobe usedas a place of worship, In time, there came to the
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throne a young man named Hezekiah who reigned twenty-nine years ,
"and did that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah.," II Chronicles

29:25-28:

"Andhe set the Levites in the house of Jehovah with cymbals,
with psalteries, and with harps, according to the commandment of
David, and of Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet; FOR
THE COMMANDMENT WASOF JEHOVAH BY HIS PROPHETS, And
the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests

with the trumpets. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt-
offering upon the altar, And when the burnt-offering began, the song

of Jehovah began also, and the trumpets, together with the instru-
ments of David king of Israel. And all the assembly worshipped,
and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued
until the burnt-offering was finished, "

These preceeding five points are sufficient to disprove the theory
that instrumental music in the Old Testament was abhored by Jehovah,
But there are a couple of other observations that we want to notice in
the Old Testament concerning instrumental music,

A number of times in this thesis we have mentioned that in order
to properly interpret certain lexicographers and translators we must
understand that the word "sing" is a general term. That is, when we
say "sing" we have no intentionof excluding instrumental accompaniment
and including only unaccompanied singing. This was illustrated by dic-
tionaries, lexicons and translations, We found that most dictionaries
have given "sing psalms" or an equivalent phrase to describe a psalm,
But whenwe wrote letters of inquiry we found that they had no intention
of excluding instrumental accompaniment, We found the same with lexi-
cons, We found that Robinson in one lexicon merely had "sing" for
psallo, but in a later edition he included instrumental accompaniment.
This showed us that whenhe used ' sing" by itself, he apparently intended
thatwe would understand instrumental accompaniment, We also noticed
several cases (Moultonand Milligan—Abbot-Smith) where lexicographers
would use "sing" for psallo but when we checked psalmos we noticed
that the instrument was included, This does not mean that they were
contradicting themselves but it does mean that they understood that
"sing'. was a general word which includes the instrument.

Now Iwant us to use an illustration from the Old Testament which
clearly demonstrates how "sing" is used in a general sense, Turn fo
I Samuel 21:10-11:

" And David arose, and fled that day for fear Achish said
unto him, Is not this David the king of the land?, did they not sing

one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thou- -

sands, and David his ten thousands 7"
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) This passage only says "sing". Mustitbe unaccompanied? To
find the answer and sce what actually happened we need to turn back to
18:6-7:

"And itcame to pass as they ¢ame, when David was returned
“from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of
all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet the king Saul,
with  tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music. And the
women answered one ancther as they played, and said, Saul hath
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands,"

What has happened? All that it says in chapter 21 is "sing,"
If one were trying to avoid the instrument he might be tempted o read
into chapter 21, "sing--only--unaccompanied--without an instrument, "
It included instrumecntal accompaniment! When one attempts to read
""only" into the word'"sing'' heis assuming something that is not actual,
Translators understood "sing" is a general and included accompani-
ment and does not exclude it., This is also illustrated from letters that
we receivedfromtranslators who simply used the word "sing" in Ephe-
sians 5:19, See Chapter V,

Wewant to examine one last argument from the Old Testament,
This is regarding the muchusedandabused passage of scripture in Amos
6:4-5, This scripture has often been used to "prove" that David "in-
vented instruments of music to himself' which displeased God. It is

usunally inferred at the same time that if anyone ever uses instruments
to accompany the singing of praises of God, he too comes under the
wrath of God. To answer this argument I want to quote from James D,
Bales, Professor of Bible, Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas, Rales
is a prolific writer among the non-instrumental churches of Christ:

", ..Isee no indication that David acted without Divine author-
ization, Amos does not say anything about David's authorization of
instrumental music for the Levitical worship, but rather has re-
ference to their use in connection with the wanton, luxurious revel-
lings of these sinners who were blind to the judgment which was
coming on them, They are like Pavid in that they devise such ins-
truments for themselves, It was not wrong to sleep on a bed or
stretchoutona couch., Butinthis contextthey are 'sprawling idlers,’
who are spending their lives in folly, The context does not deal with
the worship services under the Old Testament, and thus verse five

cannot be used to condemn what David did by the authorization of
Ged,

It was 'according to the commandment of David, and of Gad
the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet; for the commandment was
of Jehovah by his prophets,' (II Chron., 5:29,25,) In connection
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with such worship, 'the glory of Jehovah filled the house of God,"
(Il Chron, 5:11-14) David made the instruments (I Chron, 23:5),
but they were used according to the commandment of Jehovah (I
Chron, 29:25)." (From Gospel Advocate, Jan, 16, 1958; p, 35)

As Dr, Bales points out, this passage is not talking about a con-
gregational assembly, Itdoes notrefer tothe useof musical instruments
in the worship of God., This is not referring to me and my use of ins-
trumental accompaniment when I sing praises to God. But this could
very well fit some who condemn my use of instrumental accompaniment
in the praise of God; while they themselves are lying at home on their
couches eating sweets, as they beat time to the rock-and-roll jazz that
‘comes blaring over the radio or television!
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APPENDIX III

In the months since the first printing, the following
document. has come to the attention of the publishers. It
corroborates Mr. Burgess' conclusion that the later editions
of Robinson contain corrections from his earlier work. lere
is the Preface page from a later edition of Robinson:

PREFACE.

Tﬂn Author's ea:l:est effort in the depar(mﬂzt of Naw Tanamem
'L.emmgraphy, was & translation of the first edition of Wahi’s Clavis
Phiwlogica Novi Testamenti, with some additions, ]Jublls:hed - 1825.
“This was followed i in 1836 by his own Greek ond English Lericon g of
the New Testament ; in the proparation of which several years of dili-
Rent Jabour hed been expended. Whatever may have been- the defi-
‘cienees of the latter work, it would seem to have met and su]:rphed
‘however imperfectly, a want in the theological literature of the day; as
wag evinced by its speedy rcpublwnunn in Great Britain, in three rival

* editions, and the subsequent appearance. of two abridgments.
~When the time came, three years ago, to prepate for a new edition of
this Lexwon, althwgh not dpsmng to shun any necessary lnhum, I yet
f-i:uped that the task wonld be comparatively:light. The progress of
:seience an this: department, as in others, had indeed not ceased to be
onward, Wah! and Bretsshneider had issued new and correted eimons
“of their Le:mo:m, and Winer had- revised and enlarged his Grammar; -
“while the labours and improvements of Passow had been carried forward
after his decease by able SLCCRSSOrS, mrl the more extended resulls spread
1gli ic in the very valuable Licxicon of Liddell and
Scott, Still more, the Commentaries of De Weite and Meyer on the -
~New Testarnent. had appeared; to say nothing of many others, My
owil official dutnea. oo, ‘had called me, for the gmter portion of the pre-
ceding decennium, to the daily interpretation of the New Testament
v.f]:efoi'e' arge classes of young men preparing for the ministry of the Gos-
the meamtme 1 l;ad mi!ed and ppﬂ.w.lly eaq:lowd: I.I:IB !io!y

_down to. ﬂl@wrkofmvmn,lfmdmanypmmof my former inhm.:rs,
~and especial _lly_- tha earliesl lesu mn,sfuetory than_ 1 had hope:l.

ordingly been rewritten, wi‘r.hou.u'egarﬂ

time or labo 'The S i}liﬁgpnrunmhnve Deen thoroughly revised ;
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